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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed 10/06/2004, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-8 under USC 102(e) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Miyawaki et al. (US Patent # 6,522,360). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,2, 4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyawaki et al. (US Patent # 6,522,360). 

[Claim 1] 

Miyawaki et al. teaches an image sensing apparatus (figure 8) having an image sensing unit 
(101) for sensing the image of a subject via a focusing lens (116) and outputting a video signal 
representing the image of the subject formed on a photoreceptor surface (col. 9 lines 9-17, col. 
10 lines 42-45), a focus control unit (131) for controlling the focusing lens (1 16) in such a 
manner that an image within a focusing zone is focused on the photoreceptor surface (col. 10 
lines 23-38), and a first display device (109) for displaying the image of the subject, which is for 
confirming angle of view, represented by the video signal output fi-om the image sensing unit 
(col. 10 lines 39-41), said apparatus comprising an enlargement unit for applying enlargement 
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processing to the video signal, which has been output from the image sensing unit, in such a 
manner that an in- focus confirmation image, which corresponds to the focusing zone, in the 
image of the subject for confirming angle of view is enlarged in comparison with the image of 
the subject for confirming the angle of view (col. 9 lines 23-32, col. 10 lines 1-12, col. 10 line 
55- col. 1 1 line 10), and a second display device for displaying the in-focus confirmation image 
enlarged by said enlargement unit (figure 10 (e) represents the second display device and 
displays the in-focus image enlarged by the electronic zooming after that specific area is selected 
for auto focusing, col. 1 1 lines 15-33) except a first display controller for exercising control in 
such a manner that the enlarged in-focus confirmation image is displayed on the image for 
confirming angle of view. However Miyawaki et al. teaches in another embodiment (figures 13 
and 14) that the enlarged in-focus confirmation image is displayed on the image by the image 
combining circuit 123 which combines the zoomed image and a total image and displays on the 
LCD 109 (col. 13 lines 18-45). Therefore taking the combined teachings of fourth and sixth 
embodiment of Miyawaki, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have been motivated to have the enlarged in-focus confirmation image be displayed 
on the total image. The benefit of doing so would be so that the user is not fatigued by viewing 
both the total image and the zoomed image on the same display and is safeguarded against 
mistaken recognition, while the picture portion desired to be viewed may be designated easily 
and the picture may be seen as being magnified smoothly and continuously. 
[Claim 2] 

Figures 10a to lOe correspond to the same display device (LCD 109). 
[Claim 4] 
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Miyawaki teaches wherein capture of the image for confirming angle of view and capture of the 
enlarged in-focus confirmation image may be performed one after the other (col. 1 1 Unes 15-33, 
figure 10). 
[Claim 6] 

Miyawaki teaches a first changing unit for changing at least one of position of the focusing zone 
and enlargement rate of enlargement processing performed by said enlargement unit (col. 10 
lines 1-10). 
[Claim 7] 

The apparatus according to claim 1, fiirther comprising a second changing unit for changing at 
least one of display position and size of the in-focus confirmation image (col. 10 lines 55-67 
discloses that different areas may be selected corresponding to AF). 
[Claim 8] 

Claim 8 is a method claim corresponding to the apparatus claim 1 . Therefore claim 8 has been 
analyzed and rejected based upon the apparatus claim 1. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miyawaki et al. 
(US Patent # 6,522,360) in view of Suzuki (US Patent # 6,1 11,605). 
[Claim 5] 

Miyawaki et al. teaches a display controller for displaying the enlarged in-focus confirmation 
image on said second display device and a recording controller for exercising control to record 
the video signal output from the image sensing device on a recording medium but fails to teach a 
two-stage-stroke-type shutter-release button, a second display controller for displaying the 
enlarged in-focus confirmation image on said second display device in response to pressing of 
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the shutter-release button through a first stage of its stroke and a recording controller for 
exercising control in response to pressing of the shutter-release button through a second stage of 
its stroke so as to record the video signal output from the image sensing device on a recording 
medium. 

However Suzuki teaches a two-stage-stroke-type shutter-release button (figure 14A: 
1406), a second display controller (figure 13: 1 13) for displaying the enlarged in-focus 
confirmation image on said second display device in response to pressing of the shutter-release 
button through a first stage of its stroke (col. 18 Hnes 50-55) and a recording controller (figure 
13: 1 1 0) for exercising control in response to pressing of the shutter-release button through a 
second stage of its stroke so as to record the video signal output from the image sensing device 
on a recording medium (col. 18 lines 51-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to have been motivated to have a two-stage-stroke-type shutter-release button incorporated into 
the camera of Miyawaki with a second display controller for displaying the enlarged in-focus 
confirmation image on said second display device in response to pressing of the shutter-release 
button through a first stage of its stroke and a recording controller for exercising control in 
response to pressing of the shutter-release button through a second stage of its stroke so as to 
record the video signal output from the image sensing device on a recording medium. The 
benefit of doing so would be so that the user can verify the image before it is recorded into the 
recording mediimi. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K Aggarwal whose telephone number is (703) 305-0346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 

5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



